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Genus: Crax

Blue-billed Curassow (Crax alberti)
Recommendation: Red Population
EAZA 2010 Recommendation: MON-T (Monitor by TAG)

Conservation status: Critically Endangered
Wild population trend: Decreasing
Range country: Colombia

Number of recognized subspecies: Monotypic
CITES Appendix III

AZA population: 13.11 housed in seven institutions
Species Selection Criteria Score: 5

Projected Space: 34

Target Population: 75

Photo Credit: Bill Konstant
The Blue-billed Curassow is listed as Critically Endangered by the

IUCN. This Colombian endemic has always been a rarity in captive collections and is currently

the most endangered Galliformes species held in captivity within AZA institutions. This species

was first recorded in captivity in 1919 when two males were housed at the Philadelphia Zoo.

After this date this species is only recorded intermediately in captivity in the U.S. with most

accounts being single individuals.

The AZA population descends from five founders three of which were removed from the wild in
the 1960’s and originated from the collection of Bernard Roer. The fourth founder was the result
of a partnership between the Cali Zoo and the San Diego Zoo which resulted in the import of a
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